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Pres. Brigitte Fessenden (left) with our banner at Jamestown, 400th anniversary celebration

A long-due recognition of the first Germans arriving in
this country in 1608 was celebrated recently in
Jamestown, Virginia, the place of the first European
settlement in North America. Those Germans were
artisans - glass makers from Hessen - who came along
with English settlers, under the sponsorship of the King
of England, in order to strengthen the new colony and
to establish lucrative trading possibilities. Another
German, a botanist and physician from Silesia, studied
the plant life in this area around the same time. An
excellent book on the history of these early Germans
has been written by our member Dr. Gary Grassl, who
has been instrumental in bringing the facts of the
German presence in early Virginia to our attention.
Qur contribution to this major event consisted
of co-sponsoring the fabrication and installation of a
historic marker in front of the "Glass House", the site
where the first German settlers carried out their
glassmaking trade. The German Society was well
represented by our President and several members who

made the five hour trip to Jamestown.... the German
Ambassador, Dr. Klaus Scharioth, The Secretary of
Commerce of the Commonweaith of Virginia, David
Smith, and the Mayor or Williamsburg, Jeanne Zeidier,
and several other speakers were on hand to praise the
German contributions.

My term as your President has come to a close -
i appreciated the honor and opportunities in leading the
German Society of Maryland for the last three years
and hope that my work has been beneficial for the
good of the Society. | made many new friends and
renewed old friendships among the many German clubs
and organizations, for which | am grateful. While |
helieve that we accomplished much over that time,
some issues such as the greater promotion of the
German language and literature courses in Maryland's
schools remain a challenge and will need all of our
support in the future. With your continued help we
can make a difference!

Thank you for your support -  Brigitte V. Fessenden

“The purpose of the German Sociely of Maryland is to preserve and
promote the German heritage and traditions through educational, social
and benevolent programs; and to develop the unity and continuity of
the German American community in the State of Maryland.”
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

Dear Friends: | am honored to serve again as President
of the German society of MD. | want o thank Brigitte
Fessenden for her term as President. The Society has
henefitted greatly from her vision and
accomplishments,

Looking ahead, it is important that the German Society
continue to preserve and promote German heritage and
iraditions. Central tc this are our longstanding
educational programs and annual award events.
However, we should be looking for new ways for our
members and community to experience German
culture. If people are exposed to our music, food,
Lrerature, craftsmanship, and yes, even brewing, they
will gain an appreciation of the past and present
significance of German Americans. Members can start
roday by telling their younger relatives about the
German society and their German heritage. | believe
our efforts to preserve our heritage and culture must
begin in our homes.

sincerely, James D. Schaub, President

DR. JAMES SCHAUB ELECTED
PRESIDENT: MARY UPMAN AND
WILLIAM KOMMALAN DIRECTORS

Two new directors were elected at our annual meeting.
prof. Mary Upman, recently retired from McDanie!
Coliege’s, has been an active member of our Society.
She has written numerous articles about our activities
hoth in English and in German which have been
published in local and national newspapers. William
Hay Kommalan is well known in MD ethnic circles. He
recently served as president of the St. Andrew’s
Society (Scots) and is treasurer of Club Fidelitas. Bill's
contacts will serve the Society well. He attended high
school in Germany for two years.

Dr. James Schaub, who previously served two
years as owr Society’s president, was elected as
president again at the April meeting of the Board of
Directors. He has been our Society’s representative to
AGAS, the association of German organizations of the
greater Washington area. Jim is a chief economist for
the Department of Agriculture and in that capacity
recently visited Israel for an internationat conference as
the representative of the USA. He commutes from the
Department of Agricuiture headguarters in Washington
to his home in Laurel, MD.

FESSENDEN, A TRUE AMBASSADOR

Qur retiring president, Brigitte Fessenden, more than
any other president in the history of the Society, has
represented our Society on innumerable occasions of
great significance. She traveled to Germany as our
envoy at the opening of the Emigration Museum in
Bremerhaven. She stood next to our hanner at the
dedication of the historic marker in Jamestown, VA fo
celebrate 400 years of Germans in America. She ran
the gauntlet down [-95 to the Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany dozens of times. She put our best
toot forward with the Deutschamerikanischer
Buergerverein von MD; She hosted delegations of
cultural officials from Germany in our Mt. Vernon
office. She attended the annual banguets of our fellow
ethnic organizations, the St. Andrew and St. George
Societies. She devoted countless hours at German
cultural events in Baltimore and throughout Maryland.
She hosted a festive Christmas get-together in her
home for all three years of her terms in office.

Brigitte was the first German horn and educated
president of our society in nearly a century. Her
fluency in the language greatly contributed to her
success in cultural and in diplomatic circles.

Our Society has been most fortunate 10 have
Brigitte: the Board of Directors is grateful for her
service and the hope that she will continue as our
ambassador and to provide the Society with leadership.

JANE AWALT PUBLISHES BOOK ON
CARE FOR PARKINSON’'S PATIENTS

if you have a relative or friend who has Parkinson's
Disease and you want to do something for them, then
buy a copy of a new hook that comes out this week:
"The Stranger Comes at Sundown, Living and Dying
with Parkinson’s Disease. " Jane Kriete Awaltis along
term member of our Society and is a major henefactor
She served as a Director of the Society urtil she had to
resign to take care of her husband, Bob, who died last
August. Jane has lectured to many Parkinson’s care ad
support groups. There are over 1,000,000 with
parkinson’s and 50,000 new cases are diagnosed each
year. Jane has recently had book signings at Cak
Crest, Barnes & Noble, Greetings and Readings and at
the Dundalk Senior Center.

in December Jane made a significant
contribution to our Society’s Education fund, hoping to
provide an example to others to also support the
functions of the Saciety in promoting German language
and culture.
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