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GERMAN FESTIVAL AT
TIMONIUM JULY 25-26

We need volunteers to staff our booth
at the Baltimore German Festival, held
the iast weekend of July at the
Timonium Fairgrounds. ltis the oldest
continuous German festival in the
USA, now in its 109th year. The event
promotes German-American culture
and heritage via exhibits, music, hand-
outs, costumes, music, food, drink and
folk dancing. The booths are under the
grandstands, protected against the
weather. We need you to hand out
literature and membership applications
and to talk to the visitors. You'll have fun
talking to the fair-goers. They bring
plenty of knowledge and, while you
spread information, you learn a lot from
the visitors. Itis a fun job.

We ask you to sign up to spend two
hours at our booth on Saturday or
Sunday.

Walt Mathers is in charge of
scheduling. Contact\Walt to volunteer;
His phone: 410-768-3162. His e-mail
address: whirlygigger@msn.com.

PRESIDENT SCHAUB
WRITES FROM BERLIN

Dr. James Schaub represented the
United 3tates Dept. of Agriculture in
Beriin, where he delivered a lecture
to a group of economists from around
the world on the subject of distribution
of produce. He wrote to us by email
from Berlin, expressing his exciternent
of being in the canital city of Germany,
with its magnificent boulevards and
historical edifices.

FESTS AT FORT MEADE
AND SCHIFFERSTADT

QOur Society will have booths at the
Oktoberfests at Fort Meade on Sept. 26 and
27 and at Schifferstadt in Frederick, MD
on Oct. 17 and 18. We will spread the word
on our purpose and goals and our culiural
and educational activities. We will need
volunteers to tend the booths, More details
will be forthcoming; but, mark these dates
and plan to attend.

KLAUS ZURHEIDE HONORS
TEACHER WALTER
WIGGERMANN

Klaus Zurheide arrived in the US from
Germany in 1962 with litle money but well
prepared for success because of a
dedicated teacher. Mr. Zurheide recently
contributed $2,500 to our Education Fund
for the German Language Study Program.
The contribution is “...in honor of my
German teacher in my elementary school
years in Germany during WW-2, Walter
Wiggermann, who seiflessly tutored me
three years in a row for classes | had
missed during the winters when | had come
down with rheumatic fever and couid not
attend classes. He would usually stay
several hours many weeks in the spring and
summer, after school’s closing to keep me
up to date with the curriculum of my class
s0 | could later advance with them to the
next level. And he did this even though he
had to walk home afterwards, which took
him about an hour on such days, leaving
him little time for personal or private
activities.”

in honoring his teacher, Mr. Zurheide
enables the German Society to continue
its support of teachers and students.
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KALENDER

July 25-26 German Festival at Timonium Fair
Sept 23-27 Oktoberfest at Fort Meade

Oct. 4 Ecumenical Service 5 PM Zion Church
Oct. 17-18 Okicberfest at Schifferstadt

Nov. 14
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WE TURNED A SAXON INTO A
PRUSSIAN - OUR APOLOGIES

Annual Awards Banguet

S 2SS ETFSEEEED
S8 SR SEPSEDHEBESE

Qur last issue misspelled the name of our Director
Robert Fritzsche. We spelled it the Prussian way:
FritzscKe. Rob’s forebears are Saxon, not Prussian.

NEW LIFETIME DIRECTORS

Three directors who have served on our board for 12
years were named Lifetime Directors at the Annual
Meeting of the Society on April 17. They are: Robert K.
Fritzsche, Betty Niemann and Christel van der Berg.
Christel is our elected corporate secretary. Rob, who
is also the President of the Arion Gesangverein, serves
as the chair of our song-book committee. Betly is the
current President of The Baltimore Kickers Club and is
the past president of The Edelweiss Club. A Lifetime
Director has the right to attend Board meetings and
vote; but is not subject to the attendance requirements
of the other Directors. Directors elected for the term
2009-2012 are: Dr. Armin Mruck, Pastor H. J. Siegfried
Otto and Charles Wunder. There are three vacancies
on the Board of Direclors. The nominating committee
is taking applications from members who would like o
serve on the Board.

CONGRATULATIONS TO...

our esteemed member, WILLIAM DONALD
SCHAEFER. The Maryland Public Broadcasting
System presented a one-hour special on the career of
this former governor and comptroller of Maryland,
president of the Baltimore city council and mayor of
Baltimore. He is currently pursuing a career as elder
statesman and philanthropist.

PASTOR OTTO AT 50 YEARS

Our Society congratulates our Director, Pastor H. J.
Siegfried Otto upon the 50th anniversary of his
ordination to the ministry. He was honored recently at
a banquet at St. John's Lutheran Church, Sweet Air,
MD where he now serves.

DAVID EUGENE ROEDER, 70

David Roeder, a longtime member of our Society, died
March 30. He regularly attended our annual meetings
and various events. He retired as Director of Information
Systems of Bell Atlantic. He was born in Baltimore,
attended high school at Mt. 5t. Joseph and oblained
an Executive MBA degree from Loyola College. He was
also a member of The Society for the History of
Germans in MD and cherished his German heritage
His sister and brother in law, Ruth and Bernard Semon,
are also members of our Society. He is survived by his
wife of 49 years, the former Patricia Blasco; daughter
Kimberly Ann Leger and son, Lt. Col. D. Bruce Roeder
and 17 grandchildren. His other siblings are Dr. Lois
Roeder, Robert Roeder, Sister Mary Gabriel Roeder,
SSND, Carolyn Roeder and Joseph Reeder. Our
Society extends our condolences to his family. His
memory will be preserved in our Archives.

LOTHAR BOCZEK - GROWING UP IN
GERMANY DURING WORLD WAR Il

Lothar Boczek is a prominent German American
Marylander, active in community affairs, especiaily
those of The Edelweiss Club. He conducted the
Edelweiss radio hour during the many years it was on
the air. He has written his memories of growingup as a
child in Germany: fleeing the Russians, arriving in
Donauwoerth, Bavaria, enduring bombing raids and the
destruction of everything around him. It is an exciting
story of the travails of his parents, his sister and himself
as a young boy. It is being published in the Edelweiss
newsletter, one thrilling episode at a time. We hope it
will eventually be printed in a form for distribution to
the entire community. Its history lessons are valuable
for young and old alike.

WELCOME TO OUR
NEW MEMBERS

Bren, Stephan Albert
Galloro Dominic
Galioro Lynne
Grafwaliner Rolf
Hopf Edward
Cramer-Pait Carol E.
Pait Michael D,
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