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FESSENDEN VISITS
BREMERHAVEN TO
PROMOTE SISTER CITY
RELATIONSHIP WITH
BALTIMORE

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

On  behalf of the Baltimore-
Bremerhaven Sister Cities Committee
and Mavyor Sheila Dixon's Office of
international Affairs, | visited various
Bremerhaven cofficials, including its
Mavyor Jeorg Schulz, discussing and
exploring the idea of a sister city
relationship between the two cities.
On behalf of Mayor Dixon | presentad
Mavyor Schulz a crystal candy dish
engraved with the Baltimore City
seal, as well as a 15-star American
flag commemorating the War of
1812. Both presents were highly
appreciated by the recipient!

Cultural, educational and
tourism industry exchanges would be
established between our high
schools, universities, research and
science  institutions, museums,
churches and possibly our port
administrations. Committees on both
sides are now in the process of
talking to various stakeholders, and
to come up with a program that
would be beneficial to everybody
invelved.

Mavyor Jeorg Schulz has now
been invited by our Mayor and our
Sister Cities Committee to  visit
Baltimore, which he is planning to do
in the near future. At that time
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{(hopefully in the spring of 2008} it is
planned that a Sister City Agreement
between the two cities will be signed
by the two mavyors.

HIGH SCHOOL AWARDS

112 Maryland high schoolers who are
studying German took the National
German proficiency exam and were
ranked in percentiles from B5 to 899
This sets a record and is an increase of
16 over last vear's total. The German
Society began a program of providing
cash awards through the American
Association of Teachers of German to
encourage excellence in  Garman
studies at the high school level. The
Society receivad national honors for its
efforts  in promoting the study of
German among young people.

Qur Scciety contributed ths
sum of 5,000 to the AATG for the
students awards. We also provided
refreshments at the event.

COME TO THE 107TH
GERMAN FESTIVAL

The 107th Marviand German Foestival
will be held at the Timonium
Fairgrounds on Saturday and Sunday,
July 28 and 28. Our Society will
present ouwr exhibit and maintain a
booth at the festival. if vou wouldlike
to volunteer to work the hooth, please
sign up by calling Brigitte Fessenden
(410-532-7T88 1 or Ted Potthast {410-
828-8137), We still need a few
workers to help pass our literature,
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KALENDER
July 28-29 German Festival
Nov. 3 Annual Awards Banguet
March 28, 2008 Annual meeting: Friday after Easter

Visit the German Society's website:

www. germansociety-md.com

Articles from some past newsietters are posted on our
website. Dr. Maureen Helinski maintains the site.
"Pioneers in Service”, the history of our Society, can
now be found on our web site.

For more local German-American happenings, check
the web site of the Deutschamerikanischer
Biirgerverein von Maryland: _www.md-germans.org

LADIES” AUXILIARY CELEBRATES
ITS 90TH ANNIVERSARY

The members of the Ladies’ Auxiliary of The German .

Society of Maryland met in the parish hall of Zion
Church on April 17 to celebrate the 90th anniversary
of its founding. The Auxiliary supporis the works of
our Society. The President of the Auxiliary.is a member
of our Board of Directors, ex officio. The current
president is Eva Maus Kelieher, who is also the
principal of the German Language School at Zion.

MEMBERS HOST GERMAN
STUDENTS AT TOWSONO U.

High school students, both boys and girls from the
vicinity of Bremerhaven, Germany are attending classes
at Towson University this summer. Many..of the
students are spending a week in the homes of our
members as part of a program to give the students a
look at life in an American family.

DR. MRUCK FEATURED IN JEWISH
TIMES: "UNCOMMON BOND™

Our vice-president, Dr. Armin Mruck, was featured in
the May issue of the Jewish Times in an article entitled
"Uncommon Beond®, The topic was two native
Germans, one from Ostercde/East Prussia, the other
from Mannheim, Palatinate. Armin Mruck served in the
German Luftwaffe; Alfred Strauss, having fled
Germany because of persecution for his Jewish faith,
served in the British and U.S. Intelligence {(which

brought him back to Germany after the war as part.of

the Occupation Force. Both later found their way to
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Baltimore County where, in the 1990's, they became
friends. They engage in a weelkly Kaffesklatsch, usually
in the Reisterstown home of Dir. Mruck.

MRUCK WiILL PLAY ROLE IN
FORGING GERMAN RELATIONSHIP

Dr. Mruck for the past 20 years has played a major role
in a partnership between Towson University and the
Carl von Ossietzky Universitat of Qldenberg. A plan is
underway to extend an academic relationship between
Baltimore County and Oldenberg-North West Germany.
A delegation led by State Minister of Science and
Cu.ture of the Federal State of Lower Saxony
(Germany) Lutz Statman, Bildungs-minister of Lower
Saxony is visiting Baltimore County, Washington, D.C.,
Annapolis and Baltimore City July 18-23. The
delegation will include the mayor of the City of
QOldenberg, Dr. Gerd Schwandner and representatives
of the Carl von Ossietzsky University of Oldenberg and
additional members of the State Department of Science
and Culture. The delegation will also study the
Maryland university systems to review possible
applications for the North West German system. The
delegation hopes to meet with members of our Society.
In October-a group of 15 officials and faculty of the
Carl von Ossietzky Universitat will visit Towson to
study the functioning of a typical public U. S.
university. Dr. Mruck has served on the faculty of both
Towson Universitiy and Carl von Ossietzsky University.

Dr. Mruck and President Fessenden hosted a small
reception for members of the delegation in the
Society’s office on Mt. Vernon Place on July 21.

-DUES INCREASE SET FOR 2008

In 1938 the Society’s dues were $10 and it cost 2¢ 1o
mail a newsletter. Postage is now 41¢, over 20 times
the 1938 price. Don’t worry: the new dues won't be
200, only $25 per vear. We are also hoping for some
donations to our newsletter fund so we can restore our
publication to 6 issues per year.




SOCIETY MAKES AWARDS TO FOUR
MARYLAND COLLEGE STUDENT

The Society selected four college students majoring in
German language studies to receive cash awards of
$500 each and presented the awards to them at our
armual membership meeting on April 13. The students
each addressed our membership and thanked us for the
grant. Two of the students will be using the funds for
study in Germany this summer and the other two plan
to use it to help pay for their tuition. The students
receiving the grants were: Sophie Burton, Stephen
Paul and Lucy Erikson from the University of Maryland,
College Park, and Brittany Grasser from the University

of Maryland, Baltimore County. The awards were

based upon high grades (3.4 or higher GPA) and other
strict eriteria. Dr. Armin Mruck, one of our directors,
introduced the students and made the presentations.

BOARD & COMMITTEE SCHEDULES

The Society’s Board of Directors meets every three
months in the board room at Edenwald in Towson on
the last Thursday of the quarter; except that the April
meeting takes place on the second Thursday after the
annual membership meeting. {The annual meeting of
members is always the Friday after Easter.) The
directors’ meetings for the upcoming year are:

July 26, 2007

October 25, 2007

January 31, 2008

April 11, 2008

The Executive Committee meets between the
board meetings on a monthly basis, .

The Executive Committee conducts the
operations of the Society during the time in between
the meetings of the directors. The members of the
Executive Committee are all past presidents of the
Society, one member elected by the directors and one
member appointed by the President. The president is,
ex officio, a member of every committee of the
Saciety,

FINANCE COMMITTEE REVIEWS
INVESTMENTS, SEEKS CHANGES

The Society’s investment tradition involved the finance
committee making the selecting of our investment,
supported by the advice of a broker, Two years ago
the committee turned over the investment discretion to
a group operating within the framework of the Merrill,
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Lynch brokerage firm and, in essence, abandoned the
committee’s supervisory duties. Recently the
committee reviewed that decision and decided to
return to our previous investment policy by which the
committee would re-asume its obligations for the
investments of the Society’s assets. The members of
the fiance committee consist of directors Merl Arp,
Theodore Potthast and Charles Wunder. The Society’s
president is, ex officio, a committee member.

CONGRATULATIONS

- ..to the children of St. Augustine’s Church in Elkridge,
MD for their activities in celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the founding of the parish. It was
founded by Father John Neumann, an immigrant from
Bavaria who is now canonized as a Catholic saint.

...to our lifetime director, JOHN AYMOLD upon the
May 30th arrival of his new grandson, Nathan Thomas

- Forney.

...to our former director, MARK POTTHAST who bid
for the ftitle of the German Society's champion
fisherman by catching a 450 pound, 103 inch marlin
on May 2.

AP@&QGEESMOW lifetime directors were omitted

from the list of officers and directors in the last issue
of the newsletter, by mistake. Sorry. Please forgive us.

AWARDS BANQUET NOVEMBER 3

Nominations for our honoree being accepted by
banquet committee chairman, Dr. Mohamed Esa. Each
year we honor a marylander whose ancestors
immigrated from a german speaking country, who has
made a significant contribution to our community state
or nation, or who has advanced and preserved the
german heritage. Send your nomination to our office by
mail or call the office and leave your message on our
answering machine.

GERMAN AMERICAN STAGE NAMES

Doris Day

Eddie Albert
John Forsythe
Ethel Merman
Donna Reed
Dorothy Lamour
John Denver
Fred Astaire
Sandra Dee

Doris von Kappelhoff
Edward Albert Heimberger
John Freund

Ethel Zimmerman

Donna Belle Mullenger
Mary Kaumever

Henry John Deutschendorf
Frederick Austerlitz
Alexandria Zuck



















	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

