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JANE AWALT PRESENTS
SOCIETY WITH LARGEST
LIFETIME GIFT BY DONOR

Past director and past chair of our
genealogy commitiee, Jane Awalt, on
Dec. 7, presented the Society with the
largest gilt in the history of the society by
a living person. (We have received
beguests of an equal or larger amount by
deceased members via a Last Will and
Testament). Jane made the gift to the
Society in 2007 in excess of $13,000, The
funds will be set aside and called "The
Awalt Education Fund”, the income from
which will promote the study of the
German language for students from
kindergarten through college.

Jane and her hushand, Bob, have
been members of our Soclety for many
vears, Bob died just a few months ago.
He suffered from Parkinson’s diseass,
which required Bob and Jane o move
from the long-time home in Luthervilie to
reside at Qak Crest's assisted living
facility. When Bob's condition became
serious, Jane had o resign from our
Board in order to care for him. in the four
monihs before Bob’s death, Jan@ was al
his side day and night,

Jane has also been active In
genealogy organizations. 5he is an
author: one of her books is ready for
publication and she is working an another,
a histary of her family.

The Society is truly grateful for
Jane's generosity, we pledge to use her
gitt to help young people siudy the
German language and culture.

KALENDAR

Jan. 31 Board of Directors
Meeting

March 28  Annual Meeting-
Member

May Annual High School
Award”

June Annual Picnic*

July 26-27  Annual German
Festival

Sept. Annual Ecumenical
Service*

Nov. Annual Awards
Banguet

WELCOMETO

NEW MEMBERS

Harry 3. Barnes

Cathy Frank Barnes

Senja Brackvogel

Michael W. Brill
Diorothy Herpel

C. Louis Rabaorg

Becky Raborg

Susanne Sutton

Paul Sution
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MT. VERNON HOLLY TOUR VISITS
GERMAN SOCIETY'S OFFICE

500 tour-goers visited our office on the Mount Vernon
Holly Tour on Dec. 9th.. President Fessenden
decorated the office with wreaths and holly so that it
presentad a festive 19th century Christmas display.
Our office is on tha corner of Maryland Avenue and
Mt Vernon Place in a turn of the century building
owned by the Wiesand family, long time members of
the socisety.

ANNUAL BANQUET PRODUCED
GOOD LUCK FOR ATTENDEES

The honorees at the Society’s annual awards hanquet,
the blacksmiths Ted, Peter and Stephen Krug were
seen throughout the hall shaking hands with our
members and guests, bestowing good luck with every
handshake. One of our members attending the
banquet,, Cappy Potthast, told the story of her family’'s
visit to their ancestral village of Borgholz, Westphalia
to celebrate the 700th anniversary of its founding.
During the festival, her cousin, Josef Potthast, led each
of the 7 American visitors to the village blacksmith and
insisted that they shake his hand. The traditic is that
shaking a blacksmith’s hand brings good luck. The
blacksmith was the most popular figure at the festival.

{P.S. IT'S TRUE! | want fishing a couple days
after the banguet and told my five companions: “I'm
going to be lucky today; 1 shook the hand of a
blacksmith.” Nobody on the boat caught a thing except
me. On a single line | simultaneously caught TWOQO 20-
pound rockfish. TP)

HISTORICAL SOCIETY LECTURE
FEATURED GERMAN JEWISH ROOTS

At the annual meeting and banguet of our sister
Society, The Society for the History of the Germans in
Maryland, Elizabeth R. Kahn of the staff of the Jewish
Museum of Maryland presented a glimpse of the
German Jews of Baltimore. The Germans were the first
to immigrate, followed iater by Jews from Russia and
Poland. For the first half of the 20th century, the
nationalities rarely mixed socially and each had
separate synagogues, although this changed in the
latter part of the century Mrs. Kahn was well received
by the historical society.

i s,

LARGE TURNOUT AT ANNUAL
ECUMENICAL SERVICE AT ZION

A packed house attended our ecumenical service was
held at Zion Church on Sept. 30, The history: Less
than three weeks after the fall of the Berlin wall, in
November, 1989, the Garman Scciety, along with Zion
Church and The Society for the History of the Germans
in Maryland, called for an ecumenical service of
thanksgiving: our fellow countrymen in eastern
Germany became free from communist domination and
could practice their faith openly. Each year since 1989
the Society has been a sponsor of an ecumenical
worship service. The date was selected as the closest
Sunday to the feast day of 5t. Michael, Archangel, the
patron of Germany.

Qur Society provided the trumpeters for the
service and contributed to  the refrashments
afterwards.

WILL DON SCHAEFER’S STATUE
STAND IN THE INNER HARBOR?

A group headed by Baltimore business man Ed Hale
has agreed to raise $500,000 for a 15 foot tall statue
of William Donald Schaefer to be placed in the Inner
Harbor. A commission appointed by Ballimore’s
mayor Sheila Dixon is considering the location but
it was reported that they don’t want it in a prominent
place at the Harbor. Schaefer is a former governor
and comptroller of Maryland and a former mayor of
Baltimore and president of its city council. It was
during his adminisiration as mayor that the Inner
Harbor project was initiated.

VISIT THE GERMAN SOCIETY’S WEBSITE:
www.germansociety-md.com

Articles from some past newsletters are posted
on our website. Dr. Maureen Helinski maintains
the site.

“Pioneers.in Services”, the history of our
Society, can now be found on our website.

e
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NOTES:---

Qur long-time member, RICHARD., W. ATER
died September 24, 2007 of cancer. Dick attended
many of our functions. He gave up an accounting
practice to enter the family carpet business, Direct
Factory Sales, Inc., founded by his father. Dick became
the president and owner before retiring from that
business and becoming a real estate broker. He was a
close friend of ancther of our members, Judge John F,
Fader, il, who helped care for Dick in his iast illness.

Qur Board of Directors wishes to thank Nicholas
and Brigitte Fessenden for hosting a Christmas party
for the board members at the Fessenden home in
Roland Park. The group had a good time and a chance
to talk over some of the Socisty’s plans for the future.

The Society also thanks our director, Prof. Dr.
Mohamed Esa whose efforts made our recent Awards
Banquet a resounding success. Among the many tasks
he accomplished, Dr. Esa put together the program
which was printed at the facilities of McDaniel College;
and he produced a movie presentation of the history
of the Krug family blacksmith operations which
required him to travel to Pennsylvania to film parts of
the movie. A large contingent of Dr. Esa’s German
language students from McDaniel attended the
banguet.

Qur loyal member, Wolfgang Oehme, inter-
nationally famous landscape architect and author,
designed the grounds of the Towson Courthouse which
he personally maintains as a civic contribution. The
grounds create an atmosphere of peace and grace. A
group of philistines (a/k/a planners) want to plow it up
and change it. The Towson citizenry are up in arms,
calling Wolfgang’s work "magical” and imploring
county officials to leave it alone.

MEMORIAL PROGRAM YIELDS
$1,490 IN GIFTS TO THE SOCIETY

We recently requested our members and friends to
make donations to the Society in memory of the
deceased family members in a program which we
called "Honor Thy Father and Mother." The results
were heartening and the following gifts were given:

$150 from Ellen Pramschufer in memory of her
husband Francis, his parents and her own parents

$200 from Teresa Hirsch in memory of her
hushand, Henry G. G. Hirsch and her parents, John
and Margaret Potthast.

$200 from Ted Potthast in memoary of his
parents, Theodore and Marie Potthast.

$130 from Jack and Joan Weglein in memory
of Jack’s parents, Rev. Edward Weglein and Naomi
Lutsche Weglein

$100 from Mrs. Katherine Fader

$100 from Mrs. Dorothy Herpel

$70 from Dan and Isolde Kluge Brooke and
family in memory of her parents, Willy and llse Kluge.

$40 from Cecilia Muth Herman in memory of
her parents, Sebastian and Anna Marie (Roth) Muth

$40 from Maureen McCarthy Helinski in
memory of her mother, Marjorie Ruth Behrens
McCarthy and her grandfather, Frederick Behrens.

$70 from Merl E. Arp in thanksgiving to his
great-grandpa, Peter Arp for coming to America

$130 from Jane Awalt in memory of her
husband, Robert Francis Awalt.

$70 from the Krug family in memory of their
great-great grandfather, Gustav Krug

$70 from David A. Denisch, DDS, in memory of
his ancestors, the Brenners, founders of Frederick, MD

$70 from Robert Karl Fritzsche in memory of his
father, Karl Richard Fritzsche.

$40 from Louis Reinhardt and Phyllis Crowley in
memory of their father, Louis A, Reinhardt, Sr.

$40 from Berniece Gies Bernstein and C.
William Bernstein, honoring their heritage from
Bernstein aus Schlitz-Hessen.

$70 from Pastor H. .J. Siegfried Otto and Biirbel
Otto in memory of their parents, Gerhard and Olga Otfo
and Alfred and lise Heinrich.

BALTIMORE - BREMERHAVEN SISTER
CITIES COMMITTEE IN NEED OF
ADDITIONAL MEMBERS

The effort to establish a sister city relationship with the
German City of Bremerhaven is moving forward with
the planning of projects that the two cities can do
together. The program is under the auspices of the
Mayor's Office, but will be administered by a
Committee of 10 members. We are currently 4
members short and would appreciate anyone to come
"on board" and be part of this exciting endeavor. You
do not need to live in Baltimore City or to speak
German in order to be a member, but you should have
a general knowledge of Baltimore, its history, its
geography, its cultural diversity, etc. Meetings are on
the third Tuesday of the month and held in City Hall;
free parking is provided. Please call Brigitte Fessenden,
Committee Chair at

{443) 984-2726 (w} or 410-532-7581 (h), or e-mail:
Brigitte.Fessenden@Baltimorecity.gov.
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