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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Dear members, friends, and supporiers of the
German Society,

in a couple of weeks we will be slecting cur
incoming board members at our annual
meeting. You will be hearing about our
Soclety’s past year's accomplishments and
about our plans for the future; you will learn
that we have been following our mission by
supporting the promotion of the German
language and culture, and you will ba enjoying
meeting many of your fellow German Society
members! | am looking forward to seeing you
an March 28

Brigitte V. Fessenden, President

KALENDER

March 28:  Annual Meeting

May 18: Annual High School
Awards

June 28 Annual Picnic

July 26-27  Annual German
Festival

Sept. 28: Annual Ecumenical
Service

Nov. 15: Annual Awards
Banquet

OFFICIAL NOTICE

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE GERMAN SOCIETY OF
MARYLAND WILL BE HELD
ON FRIDAY, MARCH 28 IN
THE DINING ROOM OF ZION
CHURCH, CITY HALL
PLAZA, AT 7 P.M.

Directors will be elected. Any member
wishing to nominate a director must
submit the name of the member in writing
to the nominaling commitiee by letter
addressed to our office manager, Barbel
Otto, 3 Haddon Court, Baltimore, MD
21212 and postmarked on or before
February 28, 2008,

{For more information, see page 2.)

WELCOMETO
NEW MEMBERS

We welcome
TRUDY HINSON

as our first new member this year



FEB.-MARCH 2008 VEREINSNACHRICHTEN The German Society of Marvland Page 2

2007 WAS A GOOD YEAR FOR GIFTS
TO THE SOCIETY

Cur members set a record in 2007 for making gifts
to the Society. When members sent in their annual
dues, a vast number added a contribution to the
educating fund and/ to the newsletter fund. Gifts were
also made during the year. The educating fund
received $1,485 and the newsletter fund received
$608. The campaign for donations in memory of
members’ families at the time of the November annual
dinner meeting produced nearly $1,400. A major giit
from a former director, exceeded $13,000. Since our
Society has a 501(c)}(3) tax status, all gifts are
deductible from federal and state income tax returns.
The gifts foster the Society’s mission. All members
are encouraged to be generous in helping the
preserve the German American traditions in
Maryitand.

ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGEDTO
ATTEND THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE SOCIETY ON MARCH 28

Although the principal function of our annual meeting
is the election of directors, it is also a great social
and learning experience. The committee reporis
inform us of the activities of the Society for the past
vear and the plans for the future. Members get to
meet one another, make new friends and renew old
friendships. And by the way, we start off with an
excellent dinner of German and American food, with
beer, wine, sodas and coffee and snacks.

The annual meeting is an opportunity to introduce
potential new members. Bring along some relatives
or friends and encourage them to join. Upon a
member's recommendation, We will sign them up on
the spot.

The meeting is held on the Friday after Easter, March
28, in the dining room of Zion Church, across from
City Hall in Baltimore. Ample parking is available on
the street as well as in the church’s parking lot.

Make a reservation by calling and leaving a message
on our office answering machine: give your name and
the number in your party. (410-685-0450)

If you are able, please bring a dessert. When you
call in your reservation, indicate whether you plan to
do so.

MEMBERS ELECTED TO FIDELITAS

Members of our Society have iraditionally served as
officers and directors of other German american
organizations, and 2008 is no exception. Qur director,
Fred Riedel, was elected president of Club Fidelitas,
an organization composed mostly of German
American business people and civic leaders. William
Kommalan was elected treasurer. Dutch Niemann,
Dr. James Schaub and Ted Potthast were elected
directors. for terms of two years. Club Fidelitas and
our Society are both members of the Bilrgerverein
von Maryland.

Brigitte Fessenden, Merl Arp, and Siegfried Otto are
our representatives to the Blrgerverein.

JUDGE JOHN F. FADER, I RETURNSTO
THE BENCH

Qur leng-time member, John Fader, who retired from
his position as a Circuit Court Judge for Baltimore
County several years ago, has been requested to
return to hear a series of cases to relieve caseloads
of sitting judges. After his retirement, Judge Fader
joined the faculty of the University of Maryland School
of Law. Judge Fader, a loyal supporter of our society,
has a habit of asking young children what they want
to be when they grow up. {(When asked why he does
s0, he responded: “I'm still looking for ideas.”)

Visit the German Society’s website:

www.germansociety-md.com

Articles from some past newsletters are posted on
our website. Dr. Maureen Helinski maintains the site.
“Pioneers in Service”, the history of our Society, can
now be found on our web site.
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JAMESTOWN TO CELEBRATE
400TH ANNIVERSARY OF FIRST
GERMANS COMING TO AMERICA
APRIL 18 - 20, 2008

2008 marks the 400th anniversary of the arrival of
the first Germans to America and German Americans
will celebrate that event at Jamestown in April. Gary
Grassl, a historian an a member of our society, was
one of the first o promulgate the celebration as an
event of national importance. Gary was instrumental
in gathering support of the German Embassy and
the National Park Service to foster the
commeamoration of the first German presence in the
American colonies. The United States Postal Service
issued a tri-cornered stamp commemorative stamp
iast year.

AGAS TO SPONSOR BUS TRIP

The Association of German American Societies of
Greater Washington, D.C. is in the process of
planning to take a contingent from Maryland, DC and
Virginia to Jamestown to participate in the
celebrations. The German Society of MD is a member
of A.G.A.S. The details for the trip have not yet been
finalized. We expect that a representative group from
our Society will sign up for the bus trip. We will notify
our members as soon as we receive the information;
an sarly sign-up will be needed in order 1o contract
for buses and rooms.

Dr. James Schaub has served as our Society’s
deiegate to A.G.A.S; he will keep us abreast of the
details of the timing of the event and the sign-up
requirements. Of course, persons who wish to attend
the event al Jamestown on their own can make their
own arrangements as soon as the dates are
published.

A detailed schedule of the events can be found at
the following website later this month:
www.richmondgermansocieties.com

ABOUT OUR MEMBERS

On February 4, 2008, our dear member Isolde K.
Brooke, wife of our Director Dandridge Brooke
passed away after a long and difficult illness. In
addition to her husband Dan, Isoide is survived by
her children Lynetie, William, Brian, Randall, five
grandchildren and four greai-grandchildren.

isolde has been a longlime supporting member of
the German Society of Maryland; she was proud of
her German roots; she believed strongly in the
mission and goals of our Society, which include the
love of the German language, music, literature,
poetry, and traditions. She showed great respect for
her parents’ heritage and “Heimat”. Along with her
husband Dan, she made every effort to atiend many
of our events and functions, and she always
contributed tremendously to the success of any affair
with her warm and engaging personality.

The German Society is forever grateful for Isolde and
her many contributions she made to the German
community in Maryland.
















	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

