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SOCIETY RECEIVES NATIONAL
AWARD FROM GERMAN TEACHERS

At the national convention of foreign language
teachers, held for the first time in Baltimore, our
Society received the prestigious "Friends of
German’” award from The American Association of
Teachers of German. 6,500 teachers attended the
convention. Over 500 of them were teachers of
German. Our awards was the only one given to a
party who was not a teacher or other academic.
President Brigitte Fessenden accepted the award
on behalf of our Society. Several of our directors
were also present to assist her: Vice-Presidents
Jeffrey Glock and NMerl Arp; Secretary, Christel
van der Berg: Prof. Mohammed Esa and past
presidents: Dr. James D, Schaub, Michael
Nieberding and Ted Potthast. Our Society was
selected for the award because of our work in
spreading German language and culture. The
program for the event held at the Baltimore
Convention Center on Nov. 19 contained this
citation: "The German Society of Maryland is more
than just a Friend of German; they are passionate
advocates who go above and beyond to promote
the study of German language and culture.”

MIFFLIN GETS CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

At the convention, our member, Deborah McGee
Miftiin, also received a national award. The Goethe
Institute of N.Y. and the AATG honored Dr. Mifflin
for her many contributions to the cause, including
the publication of her advanced intermediate
German cultural reader, "Was ist Deutsch?” and
her action in founding the project "Bridging the
Gap", building partnerships between high schools
and colleges.

ISSUE #53

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
RE-INSTITUTED BY OUR BOARD

The Board of Directors, at its January 25th
guarterly meeting, voted to bring back the program
of grants to college students which was
discontinued about 8 years ago. The new program
is limited to third year college students who are
taking courses in German. To qualify, students
must have a 3.0 grade point average, be attending
a college in Maryland, be a Maryland resident and
write an essay. The education committee will
select the recipient. The directors voted to allocate
$2,000 for the current year.

WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER
HONORED FOR 50 YEARS SERVICE

Our Society's long-time loyal member, Don
Schaefer, was honored on Feb.7 by Maryland's
Senate and House of Delegates for completing 50
years service as an elected official. He served as
a Baltimore City Councilman, President of the
Council, Mayor of Baltimore, Governor of Maryland
and for the past 7 vyears as the State's
Comptroller. As he responded to the assembly, it
was noted that he has held office longer than
more than half of the legisiatures have been alive.
He announced to a cheering Senate that he will
run again in November and that he would be
around for the next 22 years. Don is now a young
84. One of the speakers called him the "Babe
Ruth of Maryiand politics.”
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KALENDER

April 21 Annual meeting
June 25 Annual picnic- at Oregon Ridge
October 28 Annual Awards Banquet

Visit the German Society's website:
www.germansociety-md.com

Articles from some past newsletters are posted on
our website. Dr. Maureen Helinski maintains the
site,

"Pioneers in Service”, the history of our Society,
can now be found on our web site.

For more local German-American happenings.
check the web site of the Deutschamerikanischer
Burgerverein von Maryland: www .md-germans.org

ANNUAL MEETING FRIDAY APRIL 21

The Society's annual meeting, fixed on the Friday
after Easter, comes late this year. Mark vyour
calendar. It is always a gala event, preceded by a
German dinner, free to our members and guests.
Details will be publicized later.

$5,000 VOTED TO AATG FOR HIGH
SCHOOL GERMAN AWARDS

At is January meeting, our directors voted o
continue the Society’s program of encouraging
excellence in the study of German in the high
schools by contributing $5.000 to the American
Association of Teachers of German. This program
has won the Society national attention. Awards to
students will be made in the month of May at a
convocation in the Adlersaal ol Zion Church in
Baltimore. The date and time will be announced.

ANNUAL PICNIC SET FOR SUNDAY,
JUNE 25 AT OREGON RIDGE PARK

For the first time, the Society’s picnic will be held
in a Baltimore County Park, in a pavillion at
Oregon Ridge. The capacity of the pavillion is only
200, so that tickets will be sold on a first come,
first served basis. The picnic chairman is Tom
Werner. The Society is seeking volunteers to help
with the event. If you want to help, call our office,
leave your name and Tom or another committee
member will get back to you.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MEMBERS:

to THOMAS WERNER, one of our directors, who
was elected president of the Fidelitas Club.

to our past president, DR. JAMES D. SCHAUB,
upon his election as a vice president of AGAS
(Association of German American Societies of
Greater Washington} and as a board member of
Fidelitas Club; and upon the acceptance of his 3-
month old grandson, William, as a member of the
German Society of Maryland.

to our prominent member, GOVERNOR ROBERT
EHRLICH, for his bravery in leading a host of 4000
souls into the icy waters of the Chesapeake Bay on
January 28, in the event sponsored by the
Maryland State Police as a fund-raiser for the
Maryland Special Qlympics.

to LOWIS GRASMICK for his selection of one of
the Baltimoreans of the Year for his achievement
in raising funds for the Maryland Museum of
African American History. He served as co-chair
with attorney George Russell in raising over $40
million dollars over 10 vears for the museum. He
was enlisted for the project by our member,
WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, when he was
serving as Governor of Maryland.

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the German Society of
Marvland will be held Friday, April 21, in the
dining room of the Zion Church, City Hall
Plaza. The meeting will begin immediately
following the dinner which will start at 6:45
P.M. Committees will issue reports, directors
will be elected and the assembly will hear such
matters as may properly come before it. The
nominating committee will submit a slate of
directors. Any member wishing to submit a
nomination for director must do so in writing
30 days prior to the meeting to T. J. Potthast,
chairman of the nominating committee. The
nominee shall be interviewed by the
nominating committee. Nominations from the
floor are not permitted.
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