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KALENDER

German Society Activities

Sepl. 28 Ecumenical Service

Oct. 18 Society’s booth at
Schifferstadt Oktoberfest

Nov. 156 Annual Awards Banguet

Other MD German Events

Sept 13 Mencken Day at Pratt
Library

Sept 13-14 Hagerstown Festival

Sept 16 Historical Society Banquet

Sept 20 Delaware Saengerbund
Olktoberfest Newark, DE

Gct 4 Oktoberfest - Germania
Lodge, Cockeysville

Oct. 14 German American Day at
McDaniel College

Cct. 14 7 pm Concert at Zion,
presented by Gearman
Embassy, brass quintet etc

Oct 22-23 Sour Beef lunch and
dinner ai Zion

Oct 29 7:30 pm Play: Life of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer - Zion Adlersaal

Nov. 29-30 Christkindlmarkt at Zion

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

We have arrived at that time of the year
which Germans Americans fove to
celebrate. i is a time of festivals, fun and
happy spirits. Qur fellow citizens join with
German Americans in Okioberfests
throughout our state and nation. | urge
our members to go forth, enjoy the
season and spread the spirit of
Gemuetlichkeit; teach the rest of the
citizens how i{o be friendly to one
another; take a break from poiitics, sing
some songs and taste the ethnic foods
and drink of our heritage.

James Schaub, President

ECUMENICAL SERVICE
Sept. 28 AT ZION

Two weeks after the ali of the Berlin Wall
in 1989, our society joined with the
German Historical Society and Zion
Church 1o host an ecumenical service
in thanksgiving for the freedom of cur
fellow Germans who had suffersd so
iong under communism. This year marks
the 20th anniversary of the event. Please
plan to attend. Our Society sponsaors the
brass component of the musie, and
assists in providing refreshments after
the service, which commences at 5 pm
on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 28. Plan to
attend. It is a most enjoyable get-
together for the local German American
community,

HILARY HAHN SCHEDULE

The honoree of our 2008 Awards
Banqguet, Hilary Hahn, is taking time for
her world concert tour to attend our
banquet and receive the award: a
Marylander who has made significant
contributions 1o our state and nation. At
age 28, Hilary Hahn is one of the world’s
most accomplished viclinists. Her fall
schedule: Sept 4 - Switzerland (Geneva
Victoria Hall); Sept. 18 & 19-Norway
{Bergen Grieghallen); Oct. 4 -6 Canada
(Vancouver Orpheum Theater); China -
Oct. 10-271 (various cities); Germany -
Oct. 30 (Duesseldorf); Germany Nov. 1
(Hamburg); UK Nov. § & 6 (Liverpool);

- USA - BALTIMORE (German society

Banguet - an award ceremony, not a
performance}. USA - Nov. 26 - 29, San
Francisco

See Page 2 for banguet ticket
information and details.
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BANQUET TICKETS ON SALE;
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED

Invitations have been mailed to our members for our
annual awards banquet, to be held on Saturday, Nov.
15 in Zion’s Adlersaal. Qur honoree is world-famous
violinist, Hilary Hahn, a native Marylander who made
her violin debut at Zion Church as a young child. This
year's annual Awards Banquet will likely be a sell-out,
so the practice of waiting untit the last minute may mean
missing out on the event. Tickets are $60 each. The
event will be a first class. The venue is small: 110 tickets
are reserved for our members and their guests. If you
want to be sure to get in, send your check for tickets
starting right now. Mail your check, payable to the
German Society, to the program chairman, Dr.
Mohamed Esa at 150 Brahms Drive, Westminster, MD
21157, In order to accommodate as many atlendees
as possible, this year's event will not have a dance floor;
there will be chamber music instead of a dance band.
Qur banquet committee is planning an exquisite dinner,
preceded by hors d'oeuvres. Beer and wine included.

The ticket price will not cover all the expenses
of the eveni, and we ask our members and friends to
subscribe as sponsors of the event, at $25, which may
include the sponsor and spouse.

VISIT OF POPE TO GERMAN SHRINE
IN WASHINGTON, DC; ALTOETTING

QOur member, Edward Gutbrot sent us a clipping about
the visit of the German Pope, Benedict XVI o the shrine
of Our Lady of Altoelting on the campus of Catholic
University in Washington. A replica of the statue of the
back madonna of Altoetting stands in an oratory
beneath the main altar of the National Shrine. The Pope
visited the oratory during his stay in D.C. The shrine in
Altoetting, Bavaria has a long history. In a story on the
internet it is said that when St. Rupert baptized Otto
the Bavarian in the year 680, the Roman temple on the
site became a Christian chapel which today houses
the statue of Our Lady of Altoetting. If all the pilgrims
since 680 A.D. were counted, Altoetting might be one
of the most frequented sites in the world.

Goethe mentions the wealth of the shrine and
its statue in one of his letters: * ...there is a jet lack
statue of the Mother of God that is completely dressed
in diamonds.” Since 1581 all of the rulers of Bavaria
have had their hearts buried in the chapel. The most
recent were that of King Maximillian {ll (1921) and
Princess Maria Antonia {1954)

GERMAN SYMPHONY PERFORMS AT
TOWSON UNIV. AND AT ZION

The Young German Society Orchestra will perform at
Towson University on Sunday, October 12 at 7:30 pm
at the Center for the Arts. Klaus Arp, conductor. Elgars
Enigma Variations; Medelssohn’s Symphony No. 4 and
Samuel Barber's Cello concerto with Towson’s faculty
member and cellist, Cecylia Barczyk, as soloist. 80
musicians have been brought from Germany by the
embassy of the Federal Bepublic of Germany for a tour
to commemorate 400 years of Germans in America.
Tickets are $20 general admission, $15 for seniors and
$10 students. For tickets contact Towson Univ. Box
Office in the Center for the Arts, (hours Tues-Sat noon
to 4 pm). Phone 410-704-2787 or FAX 410-704-6006.

CONCERT AND COCKTAIL RECEPTION AT ZION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14,7 PM

The German embassy has also arranged a concert
consisting of a brass quintet of the Young Germans on
Tuesday, October 14 at 7 pm in the church. They will
perform works of Willlam Byrd, J.S. Bach, Henry
Mancini and others. Also appearing are the Young
American Virtuosi, an outstanding family group who
will perform original compositions as well as pieces by
David Popper and Pablo de Sarasate. The performance
will be followed by a cocktail reception at the Aldersaal.
Admission is $10. Reservations required. Call the
church at 410-727-3839. Profits benefit Zion Church.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY BANGQUET

The 122nd annual banguet of The Society for the
History of the German in Maryland, will be held in the
Zion Adlersaal on September 12 at 6:30 p.m. Tickels
are $35. Send checks to Hon. Gerard Wittstadt, 8223
Carrbridge Rd., Towson, MD 21204. Reception at 6:30
dinner at 7 :00 pm. Cash bar. German Society members
and guests are cordially invited.

INVITATION TO MENCKEN EVENT

Once a year the Mencken Room at the Enoch Pratt
Free Library is open to the public. This year's date is
Saturday, September 13, “Mencken Day”. S. L. Harrison
will lecture: “Fourth-Estate Scolds: Mencken and Other
Press Critics”, 11 am. At 1 pm Susan Jacoby, author,
will present the annual Mencken Day Memorial Lecture.
Both lectures are in the Wheeler auditorium. The public
is invited. H.L. Mencken was a German society member.
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MORE ABOUT EDENWALD
(CORRECTIONS TO PRIOR ARTICLE)

A recent newsletter printed an article about Edenwald
which contained numerous errors. G. H. Siebert, a
director of Edenwald and a former director of our
Society, wrote 0 us to set the record straight. Mr. Siebert
pointed out the following:

- The corporate name of Edenwald is “The General
German Aged People’s Home, Inc.”

- it was sometimes referred to as the “Greisenheim”.
- It has been in continuous existence since 1881.

- [t moved from downtown Baltimore to Athol Avenue,
before its move to Towson,

- [t was never in financial difficulty.

- The corporation financed the construction of a
magnificent building in Towson, and issued bonds in
the amount of $35,000,000.

- Eighty (80), not eight, residents were moved from Athol
Avenue to Towson and the corporation paid the
entrance fee for each of them. When those residents
entered Athol Ave., they paid merely a fraction of the
Fee 1o enter Edenwald.

- The old "Greisenheim” plaque is now embedded in
the meditation garden at Edenwald.

- Through its long history, its directors have exercised
prudent stewardship and kept it fiscally sound.

- The German name is still proudly preserved, even
though federal equality laws prevent entrance
restrictions based on ethnic background.

We are grateful to Mr. Siebert for correcting the
erroneous information printed here earlier. which was
based on hearsay and rumors. He is the current
treasurer of Edenwald and has been a director of The
General German Aged People’s Home, Inc.for 25 years.

A GOOD IDEA FROM A MEMBER:
COMMEMORATIVE DONATIONS

We recently received the following letter:
‘I know you have mentioned donations in loving
memory of loved one. However, | would like to change
this just a little and place a gift IN HONOR OF.
Enclosed is a gift to The German society of Maryland
of $25.00 for the following: IN HONOR OF E. ANNE
AND ROBERT SEEGER ONTHEIR 50TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY, September 21, 2008.

Sincerely, E. ANNE SEEGER”

CONGRATULATIONS to Anne and Robert from the
officers, directors and members of the German
Societly.

OUR SOCIETY WILL PARTICIPATE IN
SCHIFFERSTADT OKTOBERFEST:
OCT. 18-19; VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Volunteers are needed to staff the German Society’s
exhibit at this year's Oktoberfest at Schifferstadt in
Frederick, MD. It is a true cultural event, as well as a
celebration of the Maryland German Heritage. It will
have ali the essential ingredients of a true Oktoberfest:
beer, wine, wurst, other German foods and music. But
Schifferstadt offers much more - a German immigrant
farm from the 1700’s, a German home fashioned to
survive raids from hostile Indians, now a museum for
teaching life in colonial times. It presents a chance o
capture the mood of Germany in the midst of rural
Maryland. Plan now to come to this Okioberfest and
bring your family and friends.

Before we can register with the festival
committee, we need to be sure we have encugh
volunteers to staff our table and pass out literature about
our Society. You will meet interesting people. The
museum grounds are only a few minutes off the route
15 exhibit of Interstate 70. Make your way up the
highway to enjoy a Maryland outstanding German
event,

To volunteer contact Mary Upman via email at
maryehu@aol.com or call our office and leave a
message. Dr. Mohammed Esa is chairman of the event.

“HONORTHY FATHER AND MOTHER”
- PROGRAM IS RESUMED

Memorial donations for friends and relatives produced
nearly $2,000 in gifts to our Society last year: the gifts
were acknowledged with commemorative language and
photographs in the printed program at our Awards
banquet. Forms for a write-up of a memorial were sent
with the invitations to the awards banguel. Please
consider a memorial donation at this time for a friend
or a relative. If you need a form, call our office and
leave a message and one will be mailed 1o you.

LOTS OF FREEBIES IN OCTOBER

The Baltimore Office of Promotion and The Arts has
arranged for about 350 situations and events which will
be free to the public, such as admission to many
museums, shows and recreational events. To take
advantage, check the website: freefallbaltimore.com.
You will find some places of interest for the Maryland
German heritage. Places we hope may be on the list:
Mencken House, Lioyd St. Museum of Industry, etc.
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