APRIL-MAY, 2009

ANNUAL MEETING
FRIDAY, APRIL 17

The German Society’'s  annual
membership meeting is set for the
Friday after Easter in the dining
room of Zion Church, City Hall
Flaza.

All members are urged to
attend. Doors will be opened at &
pm. A German dinner will be
served, beginning at 6:30 pm, along
with beer, wine, sodas and coffee,
The business meeting will follow.

Please call our office at 410-
B85-0450 to resarve a place at the
dinner,  When vou  cail, pleass
indicate the number in your party
and also whether vou can bring a
dessert. The dinner is free.

The event will conclude not
tater than 8:59 pm. The agenda for
the mesting includes reports of
committaes, slection of directors
and such othar business as may be
appropriate.

A box at the entrance will be
provided for voluntary donations to
help offset the dinner expenses.

Plaase mark vour calendar to
attend and please call in your
resarvation by Wednesday, Apnl 15.
The annual meeting is a good time
to maet other mambers, our officers
and Directors. Don't be shy, walk
around, shake some hands, intro-
duce yourselt and get better
acquainted with other members.

DUES ARE DUE

As of April 1, 461 members had not
vaet paid their dues. Perhaps this
reflects the downturn of the U.S.
economy. The primary use of dues
payments is to cover the Society's
expenses: office rent, telephone,
postage, printing, office manager,
and the like. These expenses go on
relentlessly, even if members fail to
send their dues. Grants and
educational spending comes from
the principal and income of the
Society’s investments. Qur officers
and Directors work for free: their
only perks are the scdas, chips and
eoffee at the Directors” meetings at
a cost of $35 total per meeting four
times per vyear. The Society
aparates frugally.

If you are one of the 481
members who have not yet paid the
2009 dues, please try to send your
check as soon as possible.. Times
are tough for everybody.

GERMAN FESTIVAL
JULY 25-26

We will sgon be sending out the call
for volunteers to staff our booth at
the Timonium Fairgrounds in shifts
ot 2 hours each. When the call
comes, please respond and
volunteer., You are guaranteed to
have a good time and meet lots of
nice people.

ISSUE #67

PRESIDENT 'S MESSAGE

Eihnic societies are wvaluable to their
members and ouwr community. When i
refer to ethnic societies | am thinking first
of the German Society of Maryland and
the St. Andrew’'s Society of Baitimore,
the St. George’s Society of Baltimore, and
the Hibernian Society of Baltimeore, These
four groups have a long history of mutugd
respect and support, community service,
and dedication 1o preserving owr
respective heritages. There are certainly
many other ethnic societies in Marviand
and they too contributa to the community
and their members. Just look at the leng
list of ethnic festivals held every vear.
Historically, our socisty and others
were first responders assisting the
needy. Government now has prime
responsibility  for most  assistance;
ethnic  societies now emphasize
education, heritage, and social events,
Our support for education strengthens
the community and helps individuals.
Preserving our heritage in music, dance,
literature, and science reminds the
community of the richness of life and
teaches our children what we treasure
and what they are unlikely to learn
elsewhere. When 1 represent the
German Society at events held by other
societies, | am struck by the friendship
among their members and their pride in
their harifage. | see this too in the
German Society. The German Society
will continue to serve our community
and it s my hope that it remains a
special place of friendship for our
members.

JAMES D. SCHAUB, PhD. Pres.

The purpose of the German Society of Maryland is to preserve and promote the German heritage,
language and traditions through educational, social and benevolent programs; and to develop the
unity and continuity of the German American community in the State of Maryland.
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KALENDER

Aprit 17 Annual Membership Meeting

Aprit 30 Board of Directors meeting

May 17 High School & College awards at Adiersaal
July 25-26 German Fastival at Timonium Fairgrounds
September tha Annual German society Picnic
September tba Ecumenical Service

November tha Annual Awards Bangquet

Other German Qrganizations

May 2 Maifest at Zion: German Language School
May 21 Edelweiss Club picnic - Patapsco State Park
May 23 Northeastern Saengerfest in Washington,
June 1 Bus Club Fidelitas: trip to Lancaster
Liederkranz - festival
Sept 19 Steuben Parade in NYC: Oktoberfest after-
wards in Central Park

ZION LANGUAGE SCHOOL FETES
80THANNIVERSARY WITH MAIFEST

On Saturday, May 2, the German Language School at
Zion will host a May Fest, with the students dancing
around the traditional May Pole and all of the
accompanying festivities. The event celebrates the
school’s 80th anniversary. The German community is
invited. On the same day, stop by the Baltimore
annual Flower Mart around the Washington Monument
on Charles Street (Friday & Saturday). German Society
member Carol Purcell is the Mart's exec. director.

SOCIETY ACADEMIC AWARDS SET
FOR MAY 17 IN ZION ADLERSAAL

The Society will award $5,000 to Maryland high
school students with high grades in the national
German exams, and $750 each to 4 Maryland college
German majors selected by our Education Committee
based on scholastic achievement. They are: Sarah
Brackbill, Andrew Kern, Emily Wah! and Alisa Williams.
The $5,000 grant is made to the MD Chapter of the
American Association of Teachers of German, which
divides the grant among high school achievers.

German Society members are invited to attend
the ceremonies, along with the teachers and families
of the award recipients, which wili be followed by
refreshments. The students and teachers will provide
entertainment, which will make for a pleasant Sunday
afternoon, Officials of the German and Swiss
embassies will alse make presentations.

SCHAUB: A VERY BUSY PRESIDENT

Our President, Dr. James Schaub, has a tight and busy

schedule representing our society at numerous events

and also supporting other German American activities.

He does it all while working at his full time job at the

Department of Agriculture headquarters in Washington,

D.C. as its chief economist, traveling around the world,

giving symposia and lectures. Among his activities for

the Society and the German American community

during the past 9 months, these are some of his tasks:

- Preparing the agenda for and attending the quarterly
meetings of the Board of Directors

- Arranging for and chairing the monthly meetings of
the Executive Committes

- Overseeing the office and instructing the Office
Manager in her duties

- in the fall, attending the ceremonies at the National
German American Friendship Garden on the Mall

- representing the society at monthly meetings of the
Associated German American Society-D.C.

- Qur rep. at the annual Mencken memorial ceremonies

- Qur rep at the 5t. George Society annual banquet

- Our Rep at the St. Andrew’s Society annual banquet

- OQur rep at the Hibernian Society annual banquet

- Qur rep at the monthly meetings of the Buergerversin

- Board member: Club Fidelitas; monthly meetings

- Committee chairman - Club Fidelitas

- member ex officio of all German Society committees

- Qur rep at the Kickers Club 55th anniversary
festivities

- maintain relations with college and high school
teachers (AATG)

- give out awards to high school and college students

- prepare and give speeches at all of our events

- writing for the newslstter

- corfespondence with members and directors

- correspondence with other German organizations

- respond to newspaper and media -
reporters/newscasters

- personal relations with Society’s benefactors

- supervise fund raising activities

- follow the Society’s investments

- work on annual budget and watch over expenses

- gttend to complaints from members and others

- defend the Society from unfair criticism

- serve as spokesman to explain the Society’s policies
and actions

- with the help of the board, formulate policies and plan
programs

- inspire and encourage our members to work.

And all of thisis voluntary - no remuneration except for

the eternal gratitude of owr membership. The Prez's

job is never done. Thanks, Jim. (and wife, Abbey)

g W”WWPW% i
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BLOB'S PARK REOPENS
GETS NATIONAL ATTENTION

CNN featured Blob’s Park on national TV, as an
exarapie of how the country’s economic downturn has
caused new ventures to arise. The family park was
sold for a housing development, but the new owner
put their plans on “hold” and leased 40 acres to Max
Blob's great nephew, Max Egger! who has renovated
the place and reopensd it.

Blob’s Park, a mesting place for German
Americans for over 75 vyears, has a deep-sested
German heritage. For a schedule of events, call 410-
799-7130 or visit its website at info@blobspark.net

The late Katherine Eggerl, Max Blob’s niece who
ran the park for more than 50 years, was a member of
our Society who was honored at our annual banquet
shortly before her death. Our Society is looking into the
possibility of holding owr annual picnic at Blob’'s this
year. We have had our picnic there several times in the
past.

BREMERHAVEN - BALTIMORE,
SISTER CITIES PROPOSAL

Brigitte Fessenden, Director and past President of our
Society, has been working diligently to persuade the
Mayor and City Council to approve a sister-cities
relationship with Bremerhaven, a chief port of
emigration from Germany to America. She and her
committee have been making steady progress. A
tecture on German immigration was given in our offices
in February by Dr. Nicholas Fessenden.

Ships from Bremerhaven docked at Baltimore's
Locust Point where the B&Q Railroad laid tracks
directly to the pier, so that immigrants disembarked
and got right on a train to travel to such western cities
as Cincinnatt and St. Louis. Many remained in
Baltimaore.

BINKERT'S MEAT STORE REOPENS

After a fire closed Binkert’s for several months, the
store reopened and is going strong. Egon bhinkert and
his family have supplied German meats 1o our members
for many vyears. They have served the German
Embassy and the Naval Academy and their products
are available at select local grocery stores. The store
where the meats are made and sold is located on
Philadeiphia Road in Baltimore County, just east of
Rossville Blvd. Closed all day Thurs and at 2 pm Sat,

OURSOCIETY CAN ONLY FUNCTION
WHEN MEMBERS VOLUNTEER

Some "isms" are odious, such as Terrorism; but one
"ism™ is essential for the preservatin of our Society:
volunteerism. Ours is a non-profit,  voluntary
organization and without volunteers we will fail and
like so many other ethnic organizations, go out of
existence. Each member of our Society should
consider what he or she can do to help us achieve owr
goals, to promote the German american culture and
preserve our heritage.

We must have volunteers to work at our events,
to serve on committees, to provide leadership and
inspiration. Our volunteers come from among our
members. Even the busiest among us can find a few
hours here and there to pitch in and help.

i you will let us know that you are willing, we’ll
put you on the list and when the need arises, you’ll get
a call. Just drop a note to our office or send an email
to our President, Jim Schaub at

jamesdschaub@msn.com
or to our office manager, Barbe!l Otto at
barbelotto@verizon.net.
Specify your special area of interest, or if none, just
say: "Put my name on the*list 1o help when needed.”

The spirit of volunteerism has made our Society
survive for 2206 vears; only you can guaranfee its
surival into the futurs.

WESTPHALIA KING - FOLLOW-UP

Qur last newsletter mentioned that Napoleon's brother,
Jerome Bonapart, married Baltimorean Betsy Patterson
and lived for a while in Baltimore before becoming King
of Westphalia. We received a follow up via e-mail from
Walt Mathers with additional information. Betsy had a
son, "Bo", who had two sons, Jerome and Charles
Joseph. Jerome fought for France against Germany in
the 1870 Siege of Paris. Charles Joseph attended
Harvard Law School with Teddy Roosevelt who
became president and made him the Secretary of the
Navy and Attorney General. Charles founded the F.B.L
Both Jerome and Charles are buried in Baltimore. Thus,
the grandsons of the King of Westphalia had an impact
on Maryland and the USA.

A THANK-YOU NOTE Zachary Herr, a high

school student from Parkville was named a Spaorts
Ambassador to Germany, where he will compete with
German bovs in soccer matches. Qur Soclety gave a
$200 donation to raise funds to support Zac. We
received nice thank-you note and a full report.
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